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The number of out "breaks steadily increased: in 1&2()-183^ there
were 145, while in 1845-54 they rose to 348, The peasants fled in increas-
ing numbers, sometimes in whole villages, to the outlying districts.

36. CONQUEST OF THE CAUCASUS AND THE STRUGGLE OF
THE MOUNTAINEERS FOR INDEPENDENCE

The Conquest of the Caucasus. After the victorious outcome
of the war with Napoleon in 1SI2 tsarist Russia entered upon the
conquest of the Northern Caucasus. In 1816 A. P. Yermolov was ap-
pointed as chief in command of the Caucasus, where he-applied mill-
tary and administrative measures of a very drastic nature.

Military fortifications were set up during 1817-1821 throughout
the Eastern and Western Caucasus with such awe-inspiring names
its "The Dread," "The Wicked Trench/' etc.

These served as a base for Yermolov *s incessant military expe-
ditions against the mountain population who were forced into sub-
mission by means of arms and hunger. Yermolov ordered forests to
be cut down, and clearings made, avowing that the axe would play
no less an important role than the rifle and bayonet in pacifying the
region.

Tsarist Russia's venture at the systematic conquest of the Cauca-
sus was fraught with the most serious foreign political complications.

Wars with Persia (1826-1828) and Turkey (1827-1829). Eng-
land and France had repeatedly tried to incite Persia and Turkey to
hostilities against Russia.

In the summer of 1823 a war broke out between Russia and Per-
sia. Persian troops occupied Azerbaijan and marched on Daghestan
and Chechen. Paskevich, appointed commander of the Caucasian
army in the spring of 1827, defeated the Persians. The war with Per-
sia ended in the winter of 1828 with the signing of the Turkmanchai
Treaty by which Persia ceded Nakhichevan and Sri van, i.e., a con-
siderable park of Armenia, to Russia.

Russia waged a simultaneous war for Caucasian lands against
Turkey (1827-18:29). Nicholas I strove not only to consolidate Russia's
hold over Transcaucasia but also to seize Constantinople and the
sfraits. In 1S27 the Russian fleet defeated the Turkish squadron at
Navarino Bay (off the Morca Peninsula). la 1828 tsarist troops, with
Constantinople as their objective, occupied Moldavia and Walachia.,
crossed the Balkans and seized Adrianople. Here, in 1829 was signed
a peace treaty which ga%re Russia the entire Caucasian seaboard, with
the exception of Batum. Turkey was forced to recognize all tsarist
conquests in Transcaucasia.

Having thus won a free hand, Russian tsarism decided to com-
plete the subjugation of the Caucasus. Paskevich, the commander-